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be reconciled with pessimism pure and simple.
There is no resignation to a common inevitable
doom. The natural instinct to avoid pain
and to make for its opposite is encouraged.
I do not mean that particular painful ex-
periences were not to be patiently endured.
" Suffer it to be so, O Arahant, suffer to it
be so/5 the Buddha is represented calling to a
persecuted disciple who comes to him with
broken head and streaming wounds, " you
are now feeling results of your karma that
might have cost you centuries of suffering
in purgatory." The disciple had been a
notorious brigand, converted by the Buddha,
and former victims were taking their revenge
on him. Again a general admonition by the
Buddha runs as follows: "Thus, bhikkhus,
must ye train yourselves to meet no matter"5
what treatment at men's hands : Our mind
shall not be perverted, nor shall we utter evil
words, but we shall abide friendly and com-
passionate, our thoughts affectionate and not
hostile ; and we shall continue to suffuse that
person with heart of love, and so ...
too, the entire world with heart of love, rich
and sublime, and boundless, free from anger
or malevolence." *

All particular experiences of dukkha had
been incurred by one's own past karma, and
belonged to the natural justice of the world's
order. But the chastening rod was not
kissed on that account. To call the heart of
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